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AIR GUARD WEB SITE HONORS HOMETOWN HEROES

A new Air National Guard recognition program that will honor thousands of citizen-airmen for
their service launched a Web site April 1. Getting on-line information about the Hometown He-
roes Salute campaign to its units was the Air Guard's next step in recognizing 80,000 airmen
who have deployed since Sept. 11, 2001.

The Web site---www.airguard.ang.af.mil/hometownheroessalute---provides ordering informa-
tion, criteria and other Hometown Heroes Salute campaign content and contacts. It also pro-
vides background and briefings on the campaign, which has been described as the largest rec-
ognition endeavor in Air Guard history.

In cooperation with the states, it will recognize airmen who deployed for more than 30 con-
secutive days for Operations Noble Eagle, Enduring Freedom and Iragi Freedom, as well as
other contingency operations.

The Web site helps the states initiate the awards process, said Linda Brooks, the campaign's
program manager.

The campaign will first recognize every eligible airman who has deployed since 9/11. They will
receive a cherry wood encased letter of appreciation signed by Gen. Craig R. McKinley, the
former Air Guard director who is now chief of the National Guard Bureau, and Chief Master
Sgt. Richard Smith, the Air Guard's command chief.

A three-tier recognition system will start in 2010 that will award other items for further deploy-
ments and longer deployments. The first awards ceremony should be held next month.

"There are probably about 60 units that we are processing now," Brooks said. "The Web site is
their tool to request these awards from a nationwide campaign that recognizes our airmen for
their service and what they continue to do for their nation, states and communities."
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Special Pension for Veterans

The Speci al Pensi
and Attendance pays up to $1,644 a mont
$19,736 annually, towards assisted living
nursing homes, or thome care for veterans
65 and older who served at least 90 days a
one day during wartime, stateside or oversea
Veterans and their spouses can receive up
$23,396 annually, and spouses of deceas
veterans, $12,681.

Yet, an estimated $22 billion a yeal
goes unclaimed, saibon Soard a volunteer
with Operation Veteran Aid inOklahoma
City. In 2007, only 134,000 seniors nation

wide received the benefit, which was estaly-

lised in 1952.

"Literally hundre
even know about it, o
complete information, many disqualify them-

selves on income or assets or find the pap¢

work too burdensome.

Soard helps families complete the neg
essary forms, so that approval comes in four
six months. The process is streamlined for ve

who are blind or have memory issues and widl-

ows with medical needs, he said. Most appl
cants qualify and payments are retroactiv
Soard said. The few who are denied on excs
sive liquid assets can seek financial advice
qualify, he said.

Soard started his volunteer mission

two years ago, following the deaths of twg
family members who served in WWII.
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Oklahomais one of nine states whe
ohN g omWelLpLpaPd OQIrd"
h, living costs. Assisted living often can be
alternative to a nursing home when-t2dur
skilled care is not an absolute need, $&itlie
hd Ferguson executive director of Legend
. Rivendell in Oklahoma City.
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to "But if someone just has Social Se
edr ity and a small p
l'ive here, 0 Ferguso

According to a 2008JetLife survey,
assisted living in Oklahoma averages $2,3
month, while nursing homes cost $153 a
for a private room.

Of 73 Legend residents, nine receive the v4
ans6 special poennBevien
dg7,adfMooreehousands donbd

idea the benefit wa

™ retired engineer technician from thieedera

during the Korean Conflict.
[o
t

Bowen recently moved into the Lg
S end facility following several mini strokes a
a diagnosis of sheterm memory loss.

"ltds been prett
expenses on my own and being able to ref
savi ng Marie Baveni hié wife of 57
years. Finding a nearby facility and learn
about the special \
godsend, she said.
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I READER INFORMATION SURVEY

One of the well-received features of the MANGBANG is information on our individual
members that is shared with the at-large membership.

Please help us continue this feature by completing the survey below and mailing it to
MAGHA, c/o 127 WG/MU, 44649 Doolittle, Bldg 1050, Selfridge ANG Base MI 48045.
You can also e-mail the information to air.museum@miself.ang.af.mil.

FULL NAME AND RANK

DATE I JOINED THE GUARD

DATE | LEFT THE GUARD

LAST UNIT WHEN I LEFT THE GUARD

WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN UP TO SINCE YOU LEFT THE GUARD?

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY READING IN THE MANGBANG AND WHAT WOULD YOU
LIKE TO SEE INCLUDED IN FUTURE ISSUES?




AN EDITORIAL
By Lt Col Lou Nigro

Editorial Disclaimer: These are my thoughts, my thoughts alone, and do not represent the views of our Board
of Di rectors or our membership. I f youdre going to yel

Nothing to editorialize about (well, | could but it never gets me anywhere)..
a photo of me, my wife Susan, and our fisstn male child (who is now 42
years old with kids of his own)
remember being that young!

l'd misguid

Young, Young Director!

Colonoscopies

Colonoscopies are no joke, but these comments during the exam were quite
humorous...... A physician claimed that the following are actual comments made by his
patients (predominately male) while he was performing their colonoscopies:

. 'Take it easy, Doc. You're boldly going where no man has gone before!
. 'Find Amelia Earhart yet?'
. 'Can you hear me NOW?'

A W N P

. 'Are we there yet? Are we there yet? Are we there yet?'
5. 'You know, in Arkansas , we're now legally married.'

6. 'Any sign of the trapped miners, Chief?'

7. 'You put your left hand in, you take your left hand out...'
8. 'Hey! Now | know how a Muppet feels!'

9. 'If your hand doesn't fit, you must quit!

10. 'Hey Doc, let me know if you find my dignity.'

11. 'You used to be an executive at Enron, didn't you?"
12.'God, now | know why | am not gay.'

The Michigan Air Guard Bulletin and News Gazette (MANGBANG) is a quarterly newsletter distributed in January, AprildJabtp

ber by the Michigan Air Guard Historical Association (MAGHA), 27333 C Street, Building 1050, Selfridge ANG Base M| 48045 excl
sively for the members of the Michigan Air Guard Historical Association. Zero percent of MAGHA dues is designated fioputflibe
newsl etter. Standar d -podtsnailengpermiuis paid a théMoGnitl@leinens MidPost Office. Temsitivenput

for publication must be received at the address above at least 45 days before the publication date for inclusion initigenepesiaiter.




MEMORIAL WALL
SELFRIDGE MILITARY AIR MUSEUM

The Michigan Air Guard Historical Association (MAGHA) has completed construction of a Memorial Area in the ce
the Air Park at the Selfridge Military Air Museumhe memorial is a place to honor all mmbers of the military who gave
their lives in the line of duty and in the service of this great nation, to recognize all those who have in the past or w
are currently serving their country, and to acknowledge the contributions made by families and compé#s to the
preservation of freedom. Pictures of the Memorial Area and the Memorial Wall are above. The centerpiece is an ele\
86 Sabre aircraft, an aircraft flown, maintained, and supported by three Michigan Air Guard units in-185@sidFlanking
the 86 is the Memorial Wall topped by engraved Memorial Bricks such as those shown below.

We invite you to become part of this memorial and to recognize a unit, an individual, or a family by purchasing an ¢
brick that will become a permanegpart of the Memorial Wall. Cash donations for the Memorial project are also welcom
memorial brick purchases and donations for this effort areleaxctible per Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Ser
Code.Engraved memorial bricks cost $100.0(er brick for non-members (cost includes a ongear membership in
MAGHA), $75.00 per brick for members, and $50.00 per brick when multiple brick orders are made. For example,
one-brick order from a MAGHA member would cost $75.00, a twebrick order would cost $125.00, and a threbrick
order $175.00. Information about MAGHA can be obtained by calling 58-6768, by visiting our web site &
www.selfridgeairmuseum.or@r by writing to us at the addressldov.

If you would like to participate in this worthwhile project, please complete the order form below and mail it, along

check payable to AMAGHAOt o MAGHA, 27333 C Street, B

added aftert he honoreeds name to recognize veterans.
MEMORIAL BRICK ORDER FORM

Name:

Address:

Day Time Phone Number:

Please install an engraved memorial brick in the Memorial Wall at the Selfridge Military Air Museum in honor
following.

[J  Thisindividual is a veteran. Please add an asterisk (*) after their name.
[J  Thisindividual is not a veteran.
[J Please send me mrimation on joining the Michigan Air Guard Historical Association.

Three lines are possible with a maximum of 12 characters per line and a maximum of 36 characters per brick. Perioc
commas, asterisks, and spaséetween words counts as characters. You will be sent a receipt with a proposed layout



LETTERS HOME

Some short notes from a few of our MAGHA members:

FromSMSgt Robert Derado(47-9 7 ) AiSince | retired | O6ve been pl a
ing, and writing the booBefore & Beyond, WW II-Bhooters in North Africa enjoy reading about
upcoming event s, reuni ons, news about for mer Mi c h

Rudolph.Thanks for sending us a copy of your book. | especially liked the 1939 entry about having a

choice of being assigned to Wright Patterson, Barksdale, or Selfridge and choosing Selfridge because
fevery farm kid from Indiana would |l ove a free tr
and fish and there are a | ot of beautiful girls i
Trafford Publishing by calling-B88-234-4444 or by sending an email to orders@trafford.com

CONVERSION UNITS

From Maj John Young

1. Ratio of an igloo's circumference to its diameter? = Eskimo Pi

2. 2000 pounds of Chinese soup? = Won ton

3. 1 millionth of a mouthwash? = 1 microscope

4. Time between slipping on a peel and smacking the pavementarahosecond
5. Weight an evangelist carries with God? = 1 billigram

6. Time it takes to sail 220 yards at 1 nautical mile per houknetfurlong
7. 16.5 feet in the Twilight Zone? = 1 Rod Serling

8. Half of a large intestine? = 1 semicolon

9. 1,000,000 aches? = 1 megahurtz

10. Basic unit of laryngitis? = 1 hoarsepower

11. Shortest distance between two jokes? = A straight line

12. 453.6 graham crackers? = 1 pound cake

13. 1 millionmillion microphones? = 1 megaphone

14. 2 million bicycles? = 2 megacycles

15. 365.25 days? = 1 unicycle

16. 2000 mockingbirds? = 2 kilomockingbirds

17. 52 cards? = 1 decacards

18. 1 kilogram of falling figs? = 1 Fig Newton

19. 1000 milliliters of wet socks? = 1 literhosen

20. 1 millionth of a fish? = 1 microfiche
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Military News

VA ldentifies Problem with a Transcription Services Contract

Recently, during a routine internal inspection, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) discovered that a contractor who was providing
medical transcription services was not following the Department's
rules for protecting medical information.

Although there is no evidence that any patient information was dis-
closed as a result of the violation, VA has suspended the contractor
from receiving any sensitive information from the Department until the
contractor guarantees compliance with VA's standards for information
technology (IT) security.

The contractor's employees, who create written transcripts of re-
cordings made by health care professionals while performing physical
examinations, reporting on surgeries, and taking patients' histories,
were using computers that do not adhere to government policy on secu-

rity.

Based on this incident, the Secretary has launched an intensive exami-
nation of all VA's contracts to ensure all contractors properly safe-
guard information about VA patients, Veterans and employees.

2009 Military Handbooks Coming Soon!

The 2009 Military Handbooks are going through a final review to make

sure they hold the most up - to - date information about active, reserve,

guard, veteran and military family benefits. Handbooks will be avail-
able for download on http://www.militaryhandbooks.com in early
March. You will receive an e - mail announcement when they have been

added to MilitaryHandbooks.com.
|

The Military Order of the Purple Heart launched a new website at
www.VetsJobs.net to assist Veterans in obtaining Federal employment. The
VetsJobs website offers a video, "How to Get a Federal Job," that walks Vet-
erans through the process of applying for federal employment. The site also
includes links to USAJOBS, the official website for federal jobs, the Depart-
ment of Labor and the Office of Personnel Management.

For more information, visit the www.VetsJobs.net website.
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